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ideas and aims that had of late so constantly engaged
his thoughts. He weighed the necessity of creating
a public opinion for a new party system against the
inevitable resistance of the rigid party formations,
He pondered on the prospects of a conjunction be-
tween the Democrats, together with a large part of the
People's Party, and the living forces of youth; in
response to which Koch-Weser expressed the view
that the great mass of the younger generation could
best be reached through the Order of Young Germans.
He talked about Arthur Mahraun, and about the
foundation of the Order, which, according to Mahraua,
was very fairly representative of Young Germany, and
finally proposed a meeting with Mahraun after Strese-
mann's return to Berlin, Stresemann kept coming back
to his main point "We must do all we can to fight the
forces of destruction and the indifference of the middle
class. We must arouse a belief in the sanctity of the
State; and we must make the individual realise his
identity with the State." Out of the living flow of
that interview one phrase remained. " The dividing
line/' he said, " between our party and the rest must
be our * sense of the State/ " But fear took him by
the throat as he wondered whether he would have the
strength to win the masses over to his side, and whether
time would be given him to save his country from
disaster.

The cleavage between himself and his countrymen
was brought mercilessly home to him in those days.
Hugenberg's campaign against his policy had reached
its climax of bitterness and now found expression in a
demand for an appeal to the people against the Young
Plan. The feeling against the representatives of the